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The project initiated in October 2008 with STAK, the Seed Trade Association of Kenya, will develop seed catalogues 
for specific zones; establish a soil testing lab; operate demonstration plots for improved varieties; conduct workshops 
to enhance seed growers’ standards and skills; develop certification and seed testing services; and work with regula-
tors on phytosanitary control and rules governing cross-border trade. Improvements in these areas are needed to 
enable seed markets to function and farmers to gain access to seed.

“The collaboration between Syngenta Foundation and 
STAK seeks to address some of the main challenges 
facing the seed industry development in Kenya.
Our goal is two-fold: to facilitate the access to new
and improved seed available to small scale farmers
in Kenya and to build capacity for seed company staff,
regulators and growers.” 

Obongo Nyachae, Executive Officer STAK

Seed  Trade Association of Kenya (STAK)
 
STAK is an organisation of seed companies
which are registered by the Kenya Plant Health 
Inspectorate Services (KEPHIS) to produce,
process and/or market seeds in the country.
About half of the 67 registered seed enterprises
in Kenya are STAK members and account for over 
90% of the 30´000 mt of formal seed sold in the 
country annually.

Towards a Better Functioning 
Seed Market – STAK

Launching STAK project in Kenya, October 6, 2008
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•	 African Seed Trade Association
•	 Alliance for a Green Revolution in 	
	 Africa
•	 Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation
•	 Bioversity International
•	 Comité National de la Recherche 	
	 Agricole of Mali (CNRA)
•	 Consultative Group on 
	 International Agricultural Research
•	 Cornell University
•	 Council on Foundations
•	 CUTS International
•	 Emerging Markets Forum
•	 Empresa Brasileira de Pesquisa 	
	 Agropecuária (EMBRAPA)
•	 Ethiopian Institute of Agricultural 	
	 Research, Melkassa Research 	
	 Station
•	 Farmer Organisations of Cinzana 	
	 Gare and Katiena, Mali
•	 Faso Jigi Cooperative, Mali
•	 Food and Agriculture Organisation 	
	 of the United Nations
•	 Ford Foundation
•	 Forum for Agricultural Research in 	
	 Africa (FARA)
•	 Global Crop Diversity Trust 
•	 Hewlett Foundation
•	 Indian Agricultural Research 	 	
	 Council (ICAR)
•	 Indian Institute of Agricultural 		
	 Research (IARI)

•	 International Livestock Research 	
	 Institute (ILRI)
•	 Institute of Rural Economy, Mali
•	 Intercooperation
•	 International Crops Research 
	 Institute for the Semi-Arid Tropics 	
	 (ICRISAT)
•	 International Development 
	 Research Center (IDRC)
•	 International Food Policy 
	 Research Institute (IFPRI)
•	 International Foundation for 
	 Science
•	 International Fund for Agricultural 	
	 Development
•	 International Maize and Wheat 
	 Improvement Center (CIMMYT)
•	 International Rice Research 
	 Institute (IRRI) 
•	 KARRTABYA, Indian NGO
•	 Kenya Agricultural Research 
	 Institute (KARI)
•	 Maharashtra Institute of 
	 Technology Transfer for Rural 		
	 Areas
•	 Maharogi Sewa Samiti, Indian 	
	 NGO
•	 Michigan State University
•	 Ministry of Agriculture, Mali
•	 National Academies (USA)
•	 National Confederation of 
	 Agricultural Workers, Brazil

•	 North-South Centre, ETH Zurich
•	 Novartis Foundation for 
	 Sustainable Development
•	 Partnership with Developing 	 	
	 Countries
•	 Partnership to Cut Hunger and 
	 Poverty in Africa
•	 Pragati Pratisthan, Indian NGO
•	 Projeto Dom Helder Camara, 		
	 Brazil
•	 Promavi-Ranford
•	 Research Triangle Foundation 
•	 Rockefeller Foundation
•	 Secretariat for Territorial 
	 Development, Ministry of Agrarian 
	 Development, Brazil
•	 Seed Trade Association of Kenya
	 (STAK)
•	 Shamayita Math, Indian NGO
•	 Solidarity Third World, Switzerland
•	 Swiss Commission for Research 
•	 Swisscontact
•	 Swiss Forum on International 
	 Agricultural Research 
•	 The Energy Research Institute 	
	 (TERI)
•	 University of Bern
•	 World Bank
•	 Zamorano University, Honduras

The Syngenta Foundation has partnered with the following organisations:

Network and Partners 
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Foundation Board

1 2 3 4

1. Martin Taylor, Chairman
Martin Taylor is Chairman of the Foundation Board
and the non-executive Chairman of the Board
of Syngenta AG. Advisor to Goldman Sachs
International and Vice Chairman, RTL Group SA.
Formerly Chief Executive, Courtaulds Textiles
and Barclays. 

2. Marco Ferroni, Executive Director
Foundation Board Member and Executive Director
of the Foundation; former executive at the Inter-American 
Development Bank and senior advisor to the World Bank.

3. Andrew Bennett
Foundation Board Member; Former Executive Director 
of the Syngenta Foundation. He is President of the 
Tropical Agricultural Association of the UK and Chairman 
of the Board, Centre of International Forestry Research 
(CIFOR). Previously he was Director, Rural Livelihoods 
and Environment, UK Department for International 
Development.

4. Christian Bonte-Friedheim 
Foundation Board Member; former Director-General of 
the International Service for National Agricultural 
Research (ISNAR); and former Deputy Director-General of 
the Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO). 
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5 6 7 8

5. Pierre Landolt
Foundation Board Member. Pierre Landolt is also a
member of the Board of Directors of Syngenta AG,
the President of the Sandoz Family Foundation,
and an agricultural entrepreneur in Brazil. 

6. Klaus M. Leisinger
Foundation Board Member; President and CEO of the 
Novartis Foundation for Sustainable Development; 
Professor, Development Sociology, University of Basel; 
former Special Advisor to the United Nations Secretary 
General. 

7. Eugene Terry
Foundation Board Member; Eugene Terry was Chair of 
the World Agroforestry Centre. He worked with the World 
Bank from 1997 to 2002 and was Director-General of the 
West Africa Rice Development Association (WARDA).

Jens Kellerhoff
Attorney, Secretary to the Foundation Board.
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Marco Ferroni, Executive Director
Sharafat Ahmad, Communication Manager
Vivienne Anthony, Consultant, Regulatory Affairs and Technology Donations*
Andres Binder, Consultant, BecA and Tef Project*
Cristianne Close, Head of Business Partnerships
Partha DasGupta, Advisor, Syngenta Foundation; Director SFI, India
Marisa De Faveri, Office Manager
Jost Frei, Consultant, IRMA Project*
Rose Goslinga, Consultant, Weather Index-Based Insurance
Salif Kanté, Coordinator PRECAD Project, Mali 
Hellene Karamagi, Webmaster*
Oumar Niangado, Delegate, West Africa
Felix Nicolier, Head of Project Management
Mike Robinson, Chief Science Advisor 
Therese St. Peter, Head of Partnerships and Programmes, NAFTA
Sarah Cordeiro Vidal, Coordinator ELO Project, Brazil
Yuan Zhou, Policy Analyst

* Part-time

Foundation Staff
and Consultants 
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www.syngentafoundation.org

Syngenta Foundation for Sustainable Agriculture
Schwarzwaldallee  215 
P.O. Box
CH-4002 Basel
Switzerland

Phone 	 +41 61 323 56 34
Fax		  +41 61 323 72 00

syngenta.foundation@syngenta.com




