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Gaps and Need for Education and 
Training in Plant Breeding 

 Limited human capacity in plant breeding in WCA 
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West Africa Centre for Crop 
Improvement (WACCI)              

Established in June, 2007 to train plant breeders over 
a 10-year period (AGRA-PASS grant); additional GCP 

grant in 2008  
 

Vision 
To become the foremost Centre for the training of 

Plant Breeders for Africa 



The WACCI Programme 

 Students return to their home institutions to conduct 
their thesis research. 

Students return to the University of Ghana during the 
last four months of their final year (Year IV) to finish 

their write up and submit dissertation. 

Year I: Foundation Courses and Modules 

Courses and modules of special topics in plant breeding, 
genetics, biotechnology and related subjects 

Year II - IV: Thesis Research 

An innovative 4-year PhD programme 



Issaka Ahmad, Niger (Downy mildew 
resistance in hybrid pearl millet) 

Mamadou Coulibaly, Mali (Drought 
tolerance in maize) 

Moses Adebayo, Nigeria (Drought 
tolerance in maize) 

Aissata Mamadou, Niger  (High and 
stable yield in hybrid sorghum)  

AGRA - $130,000 AGRA-$191,800 

AGRA-$184,984 AGRA-$178,450 

Impact stories and the need for the 
sustainability of WACCI 
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